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"The Affordable Home" 

We focus on one of todays most pressing social issues: Access to good and affordable housing in 
our larger cities.

Through architectural and sustainable solutions, we explore how to create homes that meet 
peoples needs in a time of rising housing prices and rapid urban development.

But we cannot do it alone!

We are an architectural studio and here we present many of our ideas for the common good. 
All proposals are designed in wood with the lowest possible Life Cycle Assessment/CO2 values.

Feel free to contact us.

Best regards
ONV Arkitekter Søren Rasmussen & Joakim Kerrn Malmgren
See more at onv.dk / ras@onv.dk

P.S. We are also celebrating our 25th anniversary.

"25 Housing concepts"  
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"ONV  Lodge"    Container houses                  

Privacy and intimacy
Strategic placement: Modular dwellings can be sited to maximize privacy and 
views. 
Atmosphere: This creates a calm and intimate setting attractive to guests 
seeking a relaxing escape from busyness.

Rapid installation and aesthetics
Speed without compromise: Modular dwellings can be installed quickly 
without compromising quality, enabling a high standard of service and 
accommodation.
Design expression: They can also be designed stylishly and contemporarily, 
fitting the desired aesthetic expression.

Flexibility and adaptation 
Easy adjustments: Modular dwellings can be readily adjusted and tailored to 
different needs, making them ideal for groups, couples, and families.
Personalized comfort: This element of flexibility can create a sense of 
personally tailored comfort and hygge.
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Single module   - 17 m² Double module - 34 m²

We reuse shipping containers as the load-bearing element in ONV 
Lodge.
The container is lined with wood on the inside and externally offers 
many possible finishes.
From facade and roof in wood or corten steel to surfaces in cork or 
straw. Solar panels on the roof ensure energy supply.
Modules can be combined in many ways, and the dwelling size can 
vary from 17-54 m².
The lodge is conceived with minimal CO2 impact.
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Modul  01 - 30 m²
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Ground floor First floor

We want to challenge the square meters we live 
in. By optimizing space and enabling flexibility, 
we create a foundation and future-proofing for 
the time ahead. 

With changing needs and ways of living !

The pavilion is conceived as the spacious 
module  also mounted vertically! !

The geometry remains within transportable 
dimensions as a horizontal module, and it offers 
a flexible floor plan on two levels as well as 
optimal light intake for daylight optimization.

Access conditions can easily be changed 
depending on the setup, and it is simple to move 
to a new location.

Naturally, it is also a simple timber construction 
with biogenic insulation and minimal spans  clad 
with plywood on the interior.

On the exterior, several surface options can be 
applied. Shown here is a newly developed 
suspended cork façade. It may also be executed 
in straw or vertical timber cladding.

On the roof, recycled corrugated sheets are 
proposed. 

Modul  02 - 34 m²
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2.
Prefabricated modules -  fully 
completeted mounted from 
truck 

3.
Connected with roof and floor 
element  

4.
Finished with a terrace deck 
for full integration with nature

1.
A simple foundation is 
established.

Two-box house
A simple foundation with prefabricated modules 
(kitchen/bath + bedroom) mounted on ground screws. The 
living space is suspended between the boxes, with large 
sliding doors opening to nature. Designed as a summer 
house or allotment house. Built in sustainable timber 
modules  minimum DGNB Gold.
 

BOX 01 BOX 02 

BOX 01 BOX 02 Suspended floor elements

Suspended roof elements

3
80
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We present a new housing concept based on fewer, but 
smarter square meters in each unit, constructed using 
prefabricated timber modules or flat elements.

The youth housing is envisioned as one-room studio 
apartments within a 4-6 story building. A varied range of 
shared facilities is possiblehere illustrated with all 
communal functions located on the ground floor.

Each floor can accommodate up to 8 units, creating an 
active and socially engaging staircase space while 
keeping construction costs low.

The stairwell can be designed as an outdoor space or 
enclosed.

The goal is to provide affordable housing for urban 
residents and help ensure a socially mixed city. The 
concept could also be implemented as temporary student 
housing.

Venligbolig Plus in Frederiksberg has served as 
inspiration for this project. 

See also www.trappensrum.dk

"ONV Youth Housing"

Module B Module A

Module A

Module A

Module A

Module B

Module B

Module B

Stiar liftCommunal area

Kitchen

Laundry

Toilet

Terrace

Staircase to upper-
level dwellings

Ground level with communal spaces Residential floor layout with mixed unit sizes
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These units are envisioned as modular boxes or 
repurposed containers, with shared facilities placed at 
the top of the building-away from traffic and lifted into 
daylight. Entire vibrant student communities can 
emerge above existing parking lots, designed in 
various configurations and sizes-almost without 
reducing the parking capacity.

Each unit features a ceiling height of 3 meters, a 
built-in sleeping loft, and a compact kitchen. Six units 
share a larger communal kitchen, lounge area, and 
entrance space.

Access is provided via a shared arrival deck, optionally 
connected to a passenger lift. However, this is not a 
requirement, as all units are accessed from the first 
floor.

As a rule of thumb, six student units can be 
established per four parking spaces in a four-story 
structure.

All components are designed to be demountable-from 
the load-bearing frames at ground level to the 
individual room-sized modules and façade panels on 
the upper floors.

The concept is fully prepared for relocation after 10 
years, leaving the parking area untouched and ready 
for continued use.

Micro-apartment featuring a lofted 
or suspended sleeping area

Third floor plan
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Second floor planFirst floor planGround Floor Covering 
4 Parking Spaces

Temporary Student Housing Above Existing 
Parking Facilities

All major university cities face the same 
challenge. Every September, the housing crisis 
for new students resurfaces.

Recent changes to the Danish Planning Act 
now allow temporary student housing to be built 
for a period of up to 10 years. This opportunity 
should be seized to construct dwellings above 
existing parking-lots retaining the parking 
function, now simply covered.

These parking areas are often centrally located, 
with ideal proximity to public transport and 
educational institutions.

Inspired by similar solutions seen in the UK, we 
propose a structural concept based on 
prefabricated concrete or steel frames, 
anchored with removable ground fixings, to 
support the housing units above.

Parking lot

Parking lot with 250 student dwellings + car access

Elevated Housing Above 
Parking Lots
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Structural Boxes Integrating MEP, 
Bathroom, Kitchen, and Vertical 
Circulation

Deck Elements Deck Elements

elev.

VÆRELSE  

TEKNIK 

VÆRELSE/ OPHOLD   
VÆRELSE  

TEKNIK 

VÆRELSE 

TEKNIK 

Box

Structural Timber Slab

Box Box Box

Structural Timber Slab

Large, room-sized timber modules serve as 
the primary load-bearing elements in the 
buildings structural core. 

Between these modules, timber floor slabs 
are spanned. Lightweight façade elements 
are mounted onto the slab edges as the final 
exterior layer.

The concept aims to create bright and flexible 
apartment layouts in varying sizes, starting 
with a standard 2- or 3-room unit of 
approximately 76 m². Depending on the 
spacing between the load-bearing modules, 
new apartment sizes can be achieved.

The buildings exterior finish is optional and 
can be adapted to suit different locations. 
This is a product with short construction time, 
high quality, and strong economic viability. It 
is considered reasonable to build this concept 
up to six storeys.

Possible Floor Plans

3 Room 96 m² 4 Room 96 m² 2-3 Room 76 m² 2-3 Room 76 m² 3-4 Room 93 m²

Box Box Box Box Box Box
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ONV Architects 

Our studio is driven by a strong social awareness and a desire to make a difference. 
For more than 25 years, we have developed and realized cost-effective and sustainable 
buildings, where architecture and economy go hand in hand.
Our projects range widely from housing, clubhouses and institutions to care homes, cultural 
and sports facilities, and commercial buildings.
We have particular expertise in industrial architecture and timber construction, and we are 
among the most experienced studios in Denmark in precisely this field.

We have served as architects on major framework agreements such as AlmenBolig+, with 
over 1,500 homes, and have distinguished ourselves with innovative and award-winning 
projects such as VenligBolig+ and Fælledbyens 6-storey housing,  built in timber modules.

Our approach is characterized by close collaboration with clients and users, and we place 
great emphasis on idea development and refinement of sustainable building concepts.

Awards and recognitions

Building Award, Copenhagen Municipality 2023:
Scout House in Brønshøj awarded by Copenhagen Municipality for beautifully executed 
architecture. Presented by the municipality and a judging committee consisting of specially 
selected representatives from the construction industry.
Thin Plate Prize, housing category 2022:
Venligbolig Plus awarded for construction of unique and particularly high quality, in which thin 
plates are a significant part of the architectural expression. 
The prize is awarded by Tyndpladegruppen (Thin Plate Group).
Building Award, Frederiksberg 2021:
Venligbolig Plus awarded for beautiful and particularly high-quality architecture. Presented by a 
judging committee consisting of three members of the municipal council, three external 
architects appointed by the Danish Association of Architects, and the director of the 
municipalitys City and Environment Department.
Eckersberg Medal 2020:
Eckersberg Medal awarded to Søren Rasmussen. 
Justification from the Academy Council: Søren Rasmussen has developed a distinctive 
language and a particular shaping in his architectural expression that connects his social 
commitment with a high architectural quality.
The Association for the Beautification of the Capital 2020:
Venligbolig Plus awarded the traditional diploma by the Association for the Beautification of the 
Capital.
Årets Arne finalist 2020:
Venligbolig Plus among the final nominees for Årets Arne, awarded at the Architects 
Associations New Year reception in late January 2020.
Årets Byggeri (Building of the Year)  Venligbolig Plus 2019:
Venligbolig Plus won the honorary prize Årets Byggeri, the construction industrys broadest and 
most diverse award, presented by a judging committee consisting of representatives from the 
sectors most influential actors.
Building Awards 2019:
Venligbolig Plus won the Project Development Prize 2019, presented by a judging committee 
consisting of representatives from the construction industrys most influential actors.
Danish Design Award 2017: 
Venligbolig concept.
Danish Wood Award 2016 
The timber industrys architecture prize is awarded every other year and is one of Denmarks 
oldest and most prestigious architecture prizes.
Årets Byggeri (Building of the Year)  Tømmergården 2016:
Tømmergården won the honorary prize Årets Byggeri, which a judging committee consisting of 
representatives from the construction industrys most influential actors presents annually. In 
collaboration with JAJA Architects.
Building Award Alberts Have, Ishøj Municipality 2016:
Public prefabricated housing, in collaboration with JAJA Architects.
Building Award Grøndalsvænge, Copenhagen Municipality 2012: 
Public prefabricated housing.
Building Award Børnehuset Søndergård, Ballerup 2011: 
Daycare institution in modular construction.
Nykredits Motivation Prize 2008: 
"With Nykredits Architecture Prize we wish to reward architects who think anew and who add 
new perspectives of high quality to a strong Danish architectural tradition to the benefit of us 
all," says Peter Engberg Jensen, Group CEO at Nykredit.
Building Award Vildrosen nominated, Copenhagen Municipality 2008
Ritts Affordable Housing in Valby
Building Award Villa Rieber, Slagelse Municipality 2007:
Single-family house in modular construction.
Building Award Villa Phonix, Rudersdal Municipality 2007:
Significant transformation of a villa in Vedbæk.
Building Award "Landsbyen" (The Village), Copenhagen Municipality 2005:
Daycare institution built in modular construction.
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Søren Rasmussen  Ark. AA.
Founding partner 
ras@onv.dk 
20101531 

 
Joakim Kerrn Malmgren  
Architectural Technologist & Architect MAA
jkm@onv.dk 
29920807

Folke Bernadottes Alle 25,  2100  Copenhagen Denmark
www.onv.dk 
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